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A body oﬁ natural‘suﬁgféﬁCEﬁ;fdn the.

surface of the earth. composed of mineral

and crganic matterand pore space (air

and/cr water), in a‘state af dynmamic
egquilibrium, forming a medidum capable of

Csupporting life.

A natural, three-dimensicnal body on

the earth's surface capable of supporting
pifapts havina properties resulting from
the 1ntegrated effect of climate and
living matter acting on earthy pavent
material, as conditicnmed by relied over
pericds of time. :

The unconsolidated mimeral: and ocrganic
material on the immediate surface of the
earth that serves as a natuwral medium for

of Iand placia e .

the growth



-1 O HORIZON )
Surface litter:
-fallen leaves and

_| partially decomposed
=1 organic debris

A HORIZON
Tepsoil: organic
matter (humus), living
organisms, inorganic
minerals -

[

E HORIZON

Zone of {eaching:
dissolved or
suspended materials
move downward

B HORIZON B
Subsoil: accumulation

of iren; aluminum, humic
compounds, and clay
leached down from the

A and E horizons

C HORIZON
Weathered parent
material: partially
broken-down incrganic
minerals

H HORIZON
Bedrock:

T T impenetrable
N HJ b _ layer
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4 Soil Horizons
Figure 11.5



THE FIVE SOIL FORMING FACTORS
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